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Historical Note: 

In the 1850s, Indianapolis was popularly viewed as the “Railroad City” due to the 
number of railroads in the small town.  By the 1900s, the introduction and popularity of 
automobiles as well as continually increasing railroad usage led to problems 
surrounding the layout of the various lines.  Passengers were often required to cross 
tracks in order to reach their trains, leading to safety hazards, and stopped trains 
blocked automobile traffic leading to traffic jams in streets surrounding such places as 
Union Station.  This lead to a railroad track elevation project which was begun by 1915 
and was mostly completed in 1922.  The Belt Line bridge over the White River finished 
construction around 1930. 

Source: 
Bogle, Victor M.  “Railroads.”  Encyclopedia of Indianapolis.  Eds. David J. Bodenhamer and Robert G. 
Barrows. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994.  1160-64. 
Gadski, Mary Ellen.  “Union Station.”  Encyclopedia of Indianapolis.  Eds. David J. Bodenhamer and 

Robert G. Barrows. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994.  1363-64. 
Geib, Miriam K.  “Railroad Track Elevation.”  Encyclopedia of Indianapolis.  Eds. David J. Bodenhamer 

and Robert G. Barrows. Bloomington & Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1994.  1160. 
Materials within collection. 

Scope and Content Note: 

This collection contains photographs of Indianapolis railroad tracks, train sheds, and 
bridges.  The photographs date from about 1905 until 1930.  Photographs include the 
Union Station train shed, construction of the Belt Line railroad bridge over the White 
River, and tracks near various streets such as Senate Avenue. 

 

Item Listing: 

circa 1905-1930 Indianapolis Track Elevation Photo Album 



  

 

Collection Information: 

Size of Collection: 1 clamshell box (1 item) 

Collection Dates: circa 1905-1930 

Provenance: Unknown 

Access: This collection is open for research. 
Restrictions: None 

Reproduction Rights: Permission to reproduce, exhibit, or publish material in 
this collection must be obtained from the Manuscript 
Section, Indiana State Library.  Possession of a 
reproduction from an Indiana State Library collection 
does not constitute permission for use. 

Language Materials are entirely in English 
Alternate Formats: None 

Related Holdings:   
Notes:   
 


